Lesson Plan: ISLAM THROUGH THE ARTS
This pack supports the many units from the QCA (Qualifications and Curriculum Authority) Scheme of Work for RE at Key Stage 2:

· Unit 5A: why is Muhammad (pbuh) important to Muslims

· Unit 6B: worship and community: what is the role of the mosque?

· Unit 19: songwriter – exploring lyrics and melody

This pack also covers units from Art and Design at Key Stage 2:

· Unit 2C: can buildings speak?

· Unit 3B: investigating patterns

This pack contains 5 sections of teacher notes, 6 sections of activity sheets (which are photocopiable) and an accompanying ‘Dawud Wharnsby Ali – Nasheed Artist’ non-fiction book.

NUMBER OF LESSONS

a) Belief and Islamic geometric patterns: The learning objectives for the children are to recognise the main features of the Islamic patterns and to understand the underlying belief in One God which these patterns reflect. 
· as a whole class activity the teacher can visit websites which may be used to introduce children to geometric patterns. The patterns can be viewed on computers during ICT time, printed out, displayed on an interactive whiteboard or overhead projector. Questions about shape, number of sides, symmetry, colour and patterns can be asked to stimulate closer observation. 

· Activity sheet 1 reinforces observations and focuses on a numeracy approach to geometric patterns. When this is done, the children can design their own pattern. 
· Activity sheet 2 is split into two parts. Section A displays a table of plain Arabic writing and the children have to match these words to their decorated calligraphy partner.  Section B asks the children to finish an arabesque pattern and colour it in. 
b) The art of Arabic and design – textiles from Muslim lands: the learning objectives for children here are to be familiar with the most popular designs and textiles traditionally from Muslim lands and to understand the significance of some of the methods and motifs. 

· As a whole class discussion, the children can be introduced to traditional Islamic textiles through some examples such as the Prayer mat. The accompanying activity sheet 3 provides two templates for patterns suitable for sewing. The children can design and sew their own rugs. As a follow on activity for those children who finish, they can be asked to do a write up of the activity.    
c) The art of buildings – Islamic architecture and the mosque: the learning objectives for children here are to understand that features and artwork in mosques are in harmony with Islamic belief and that traditional buildings of Muslim lands had particular internal and external features using light and water. 

· For a whole class discussion the children can look at a variety of buildings around the world which show both the diversity of patterns and style in Islamic architecture as well as the unity of the styles due to the principles that influence them. The teacher can visit the MCB website which has ample examples of buildings.  
· Activity sheet 4 – mosaic pathways: this activity asks the children to produce a mosaic pathway. Full instructions are given with step-by-step hints.    

d) The use of the voice: the learning objectives for this lesson are to hear and understand various uses of the voice in reciting the Qur’an and the Adhan, the call to prayer and to experience the contemporary form of spiritual song the Nasheed, and appreciate the motivation behind the lyrics. 

· The children can read the information given on the Nasheed group SHAAM and listen to their nasheeds in the accompanying CD. 

· Activity sheet 5B then asks the children to come up with and write down examples of something they might do that is kind, generous or involves being patient.   
