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IN THE NAME OF ALLAH, MOST GRACIOUS, MOST MERCIFUL 

 
 
All Praise and thanks are due to God, the Lord and Sustainer of all the Worlds. We seek 
His help and forgiveness and on Him we depend. May peace and blessings be upon His 
final Messenger, Muhammad. 
 
Sister Shabana Khan, Respected Scholars, Distinguished Guests, Delegates of MCB 
Affiliate Organisations, Members of the Central Working Committee, Sisters and 
Brothers. 
 
As-salaamu alaykum wa rahmatullah. 
 
It gives me great pleasure to extend to you all the warmest welcome to our ninth Annual 
General Meeting. I am delighted to present to you my report on activities of the MCB for 
the period 2005 to 2006. 
 
Today’s auspicious gathering should not be just seen as a formality but as the blessed 
Prophet taught us, that to get together and sit together, to discuss matters of deen and 
concerns of the Muslim community, even for a moment, is better than the world and 
everything contained in it. He also informed us that gatherings in which Allah and His 
Messenger are remembered are visited by Angels who surround the participants and 
Allah takes pride in their assembly. May Allah accept our gathering here today. 
 
Sadly, we begin by remembering two of our senior community leaders who are not with 
us, Dr Zaki Badawi, Principal of the Muslim College and Maulana Mahmudul Hassan 
Khan, Central President of the Da’watul Islam UK & Eire. We pray to Allah Almighty to 
accept their good deeds, overlook their faults and grant them Paradise insha Allah. It is 
such episodes that remind us of the Afterlife – for who knows what the next moment may 
bring and our time on this earth is up.  The hadith ‘man maatha faqad qamat qiyamata-
hu’ – who dies his day of judgement is established – is a reminder that each and every 
moment of our life is precious and we should be doing those acts that will be of benefit in 
the life to come. 
 
Allhamdu lillah we are here today in the spirit of shura – consultation – and brotherhood. 
The family of organisations within the umbrella of the MCB is increasing. In the last year 
we welcomed two important affiliations: the Council of Mosques of Tower Hamlets and 
the Muslim Council of Wales.  Between them they represent over 40 mosques and 
Muslim community centres.  
 
The London Borough of Tower Hamlets where we are meeting today is a local authority 
district with one of the largest Muslim populations - the last Census placed this at over 
70,000 – almost 36% of the total population. The Council of Mosques Tower Hamlets 
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has brought experienced imams and ulama into our consultation process, and the 
community as a whole has benefited from their contribution.   
 
As I will describe in more detail later, in the last year the MCB organised three 
consultative meetings with mosque imams and ulama: the first after the July bombings; 
the second, to discuss the Government’s proposed closure orders for places of worship, 
and the third in Manchester last month to launch the ‘Voices from the Minarets’ report 
and debate the ‘Mosques & Imams Advisory Board’ proposal.   
 
In contrast with Tower Hamlets, Wales of course has a smaller Muslim population.  The 
coming together of its mosques in various cities to form a council is a sign of a local 
leadership with a sense of vision.  I will not say how much time our Membership 
Committee spent trying to establish the best pronunciation of Conger Mislead Cyrus 
when processing the affiliation form for regional affiliation. Again, it is important for the 
MCB to have the Muslim Council of Wales as an affiliate, not only because of the wise 
counsel it has to offer, but to reflect all regions of the United Kingdom in the work of the 
MCB.   
 
The MCB’s affiliates today include the major national Muslim organisations in the country 
and most of the regional councils of mosques. There is representation across the board 
– in terms of geography, schools of thought and different ethnic and cultural 
backgrounds. Of course we must work harder to be more and more inclusive and gain 
greater outreach. 
 
The MCB was launched in 1997 after three years of preparatory work and planning 
involving a large number of community bodies.  A whole year was spent on drafting a 
constitution.  Today, we meet to conduct our ninth annual general meeting. The MCB is 
the best that the community has at the moment and represents an enormous investment 
of creative hard work and volunteers’ time and effort. It serves as the central negotiating 
body on a vast number of issues.    
 
The MCB is a precious flower that has only reached this stage after much sacrifice and 
effort.  It is our collective responsibility to ensure it continues to grow and blossom. But 
the price of liberty being eternal vigilance, we cannot afford to be complacent for of late 
one also detects a certain unhappiness in some quarters with this growing solidarity of 
the community.  They would like to see the clock turned back and the community split 
into groups and factions. It is, therefore, vital that we hold fast to the rope of Allah and 
stand firm and united against all odds or intrigues. Insha Allah.  
 
As I noted in my report to you last year, the best description I can find of what you sign 
up for when joining the MCB is contained in one of our first published documents entitled 
‘Invitation’: the MCB is as an independent body working for the pleasure of Allah; it has a 
formal system of representation and accountability; it is non-sectarian, working without 
interfering, or displacing or isolating any existing Muslim work; it is a body that bases its 
policies and decisions on consensus and the largest possible practical measure of 
common agreement; and finally and importantly, it seeks to draw on the talents and 
specialist skills of individuals, and the strengths of organised bodies, to meet the great 
challenges ahead.  
 
It is only through an effort of teamwork that the work of the MCB is able to be carried out. 
You will have received a draft copy of a detailed report outlining the activities of all the 
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MCB’s committees this year. I will only be referring to some key areas of concern and 
activity in my report to you here, now. I hope the chairs of the various committees will 
appreciate that I could no justice to their enormous contribution over the course of the 
year by mentioning the work of each committee in turn. 
 
As many of you know, today is the end of my term as your Secretary General. After two 
consecutive terms I am stepping down with no small sense of relief and I look forward to 
returning to my professional interests and catching up on my family responsibilities.  But 
I do pledge to help the new office bearers to the best of my abilities insha Allah.   I will 
fulfill my obligations under the Constitution to attend office-bearers’ meetings for one 
year in an ex-officio capacity to ensure an orderly transition.  I remain devoted to the 
vision just outlined and will support the work of the MCB specialist committees, in 
particular the Business & Economics Committee which has a major conference on 
Islamic Trade & Finance planned for 13th – 14th June and we are delighted that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, will be delivering the keynote speech. 
 
Major Events 
 
Following this introduction let me go straight to the most catastrophic event of the past 
year, that is the 7th July bomb attacks in London.  The War on Terror, which we had 
been fighting in far off places, had come to our own land. On the 6th, we celebrated as 
Londoners, euphoric that our great city had secured the Olympic Games, but the very 
next day we watched aghast at these brutal attacks upon our capital city.  
  
While the Muslim Council of Britain utterly condemned these evil deeds, the atrocity had 
also made victims of us all. Fifty-six had died in the train and bus explosions; some 700 
had suffered mild to severe injuries; and an unknown number of thousands - the kin, the 
friends and the families of the dead and injured – carried the scars of their 
bereavement.  Between them they represented the great richness and vitality that is 
unique to London.  
 
However, for all the gross inhumanity of the attacks, the emergency services, the police 
and all the frontline services charged with our collective security had excelled 
themselves most diligently and heroically in dealing with this singular tragedy that had 
visited us unannounced. But above all, it was the British nation itself that had stood up 
with cool courage and dignity in face of such unmitigated criminality.  
 
The British Muslim position about terrorism or political violence has been clear and 
categorical. You will recall that as early as March 2004 we had issued a public guideline 
for Imams, Ulama, Chairs & Secretaries of Mosques, Islamic Organisations and 
Institutions to help them play a pro-active role in discharging their Islamic duty in helping 
to preserve the peace of the nation as well as protecting the community against falling 
into any trap or provocation. We urged them to:  
 

1. provide the correct Islamic guidance to the community, especially to our youth;  
2. observe the utmost vigilance against any mischievous or criminal elements from 

infiltrating the community and provoking any unlawful activity; and  
3. liaise with the local Police and give them their fullest cooperation in dealing with 

any criminal activity, including a terrorist threat.   
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Nothing could be more unequivocal than that. This has always our position: rejecting 
terror and extremism of any kind, Muslim or otherwise, though more unforgiving, if it 
came from any ‘Muslim’ quarter. The position was reiterated yet again in a landmark 
declaration made by leading ulama and imams on 15 July 2005, which said inter alia:  
 

We are firmly of the view that these killings [on 7th July] had absolutely no 
sanction in Islam, nor is there any justification whatsoever in our noble 
religion for such evil actions.  
 
It is incumbent upon all of us, Muslims and non-Muslims – to help the 
authorities with any information that may lead to the planners of last 
week’s atrocity being brought to justice. The pursuit of justice for the 
victims of last week’s attacks is an obligation under the faith of Islam. 
 
Islam is the middle path and the Qur’an designates Muslims as the 
ummatan wasata – the middle community. Any form of extremism is to be 
utterly and completely rejected. What we need, therefore, in our troubled 
world, more than ever before is to stick to the middle and balanced way of 
Islam.  
 
The tragedy of 7th July 2005 demands that all of us, both in public life and 
in civil and religious society, confront together the problems of 
Islamophobia, racism, unemployment, economic deprivation and social 
exclusion - factors that may be alienating some of our children and driving 
them towards the path of anger and desperation. Islam prohibits both 
anger and desperation.  Anger and desperation are haram (forbidden) 
and may lead to some people being targeted by people with a sinister and 
violent agenda.  There is, therefore, a great deal of positive work to be 
done together with everyone in our own and wider community in order to 
channel the energy and talent of our youth particularly into constructive 
avenues, serving God and society for the common good. The youth need 
understanding, not bashing.  

 
 
The Declaration was organized by the MCB together with other leading Muslim 
organisations including the British Muslim Forum. This is the leadership that the 
community has displayed and continues to do so whenever called for. One can, 
therefore, rightly assert that despite all the unhappiness concerning certain unethical 
aspects of our foreign policy, and all the injustices that continue to play upon the 
emotions of the young and the angry, if Britain has been particularly calm and secure, it 
was no less due to the strong and unequivocal leadership provided by the Muslim 
community. Indeed because of the wise and watchful genius of the community itself, 
which gave little space to the agent provocateurs unleashed, from time to time, from 
within.  
 
But like in all societies there are always the useful Muslim idiots too, as well as a few 
sadist criminals, willing to serve as a tool for murder or mayhem, and not in the service 
of any noble cause. The question is how do we deal with this serious problem? Certainly 
not by throwing the baby out with the bath water!  
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Post July 2005, however, instead of dealing with the underlying factors, isolating the 
pathogen and treating it with the strongest medicine, it is the Muslim community itself, all 
of the 1.6 million or more, which seems to have become the subject of mass medication. 
A medication supposed to cure and cleanse it of all traces of the virus ‘extremism’, 
‘radicalism’ – in fact anything that is generally diagnosed as ‘Islamic terrorism’, ‘Islamo-
fascism’, Islamo-Nazism’ et cetera. Terminology which is deeply reprehensible equating 
as it does a noble faith with ignoble ideologies and criminality. 
    
One finds a sea change in the entire discourse surrounding Muslims; their religious, 
political and cultural rights, and their very place in Britain and beyond, in Europe. 
 
The Labour Party had won Muslim support by promising them equality in granting 
recognition to Voluntary Aided Muslim Schools, like that enjoyed by a few thousand, 
Church of England, Roman Catholic and Jewish Voluntary Aided Schools. Indeed the 
first Voluntary Aided Muslim School came after the Labour victory in 1997. The number 
of Voluntary Aided Muslim Schools is incredibly few and yet there is a shrill campaign 
against faith schools as well as the place of faith itself in schools. To give one example, 
‘State money should only be spent on secular schools and social services. People are 
free to believe and practise what they like, but keep God out of state schools and social 
services’, argued a leading liberal columnist Polly Toynbee in The Guardian in 
November last year. 
 
Trevor Phillips, the Chair of the Commission for Racial Equality, a job which requires him 
to monitor and promote the equal treatment of the various racial communities in 
accordance with the equality laws, has been calling for an end to multiculturalism since 
2004. Then he said, ‘Multiculturalism suggests separateness. We are now in a different 
world’.  
 
In September 2005, his agenda became clearer still: 
 

‘In recent years we’ve focused far too much on the ‘multi’ and not enough 
on the common culture. We¹ve emphasized what divides us over what 
unites us. We have allowed tolerance of diversity to harden into the 
effective isolation of communities, in which some people think special 
separate values ought to apply’. 

 
In October 2005, he claimed, ‘We are becoming more segregated residentially to the 
formation of communities that are shut off from the outside world; that simply makes the 
situation worse. But that is what we are seeing emerging’.    
 
Paradoxically, while he thought Muslim faith schools imposed isolation, this was not the 
case for others. He is an advocate of segregated classes for black youth - they should 
be singled out for special booster classes because they were under-achieving. More 
recently, he also called for Muslims who wish to live under a system of shari’a law to 
leave Britain. Where do they expect these British born citizens to go? So much for 
freedom of expression and the right to dissent! There is a whole array of assorted 
writers, columnists and politicians, including even a few church figures, who in similar 
vein seem to have developed a primitive fear of multi-culturalism.  
 
Only the other day, the Bishop of Rochester, Reverend Nazir Ali, accused fellow church 
leaders of ‘pandering to a multifaith society’. He said that Britain was a Christian country 
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that ‘owes its constitution, institutions, legal arrangements and values to the Christian 
faith’. 
 
Referring to chaplaincy services in hospitals and prisons, which the MCB has been 
campaigning for for a number of years, and which enables spiritual care to be accorded 
to patients, inmates and servicemen, he considered these to be a ‘multifaith mismash’. 
We also heard from Cardinal Keith O¹Brien, who in January this year issued a call to ‘re-
Christianise’ Scotland. What about the 70,000 Muslims that live in Scotland? 
 
It seems that there was no problem with ‘multiculturalism-lite’,  which is about enjoying 
the boom of curry houses in Britain or mother-tongue language teaching. But then there 
is ‘multiculturalism-serious’, which is where we enter the debate on faith schools, 
protection in the law from religious discrimination in employment and incitement to 
religious hatred, and ensuring allocation of resources to provide hospital and prison 
imams etc...  
 
‘It is, of course, nonsense’, as Lee Jasper chided the likes of Trevor Phillips.  
 

‘Multiculturalism is a fact of life’, he wrote in The Guardian on October 12, 
2005. ‘But opponents of multiculturalism have used the post-9/11, post-
London bombings climate to push their agenda. Multiculturalism, it is 
argued, elevates difference and therefore enhances segregation. The 
Trojan horse for this argument is the debate about Britain's Muslim 
communities, much of which is simply Islamophobic. The rightwing press 
is now rampant with the argument that multiculturalism intensifies 
segregation.’ 

 
And, ‘the truth is that vile anti-Muslim prejudice, using the religion of a community to 
attempt to sideline and blame it for many of society's ills, is the cutting edge of racism in 
British society.’ Lee Jasper is the mayor of London's director of policing and equalities. 
 
Professor Bhikhu Parekh offers a thoughtful explanation of this hostility and the way out 
of the conundrum in his most recent essay, ‘Europe, liberalism and the Muslim question’: 
 

‘The stage is now set for mutual hostility and suspicion, the fear is 
particularly acute among liberals and leads to a veritable panic...they 
want Muslims and other immigrants not only to accommodate themselves 
to their way of life but also to give it their whole-hearted moral allegiance. 
And they think that they can do that only if they give them transculturally 
convincing reasons. Since the liberals cannot find such reasons beyond a 
certain point, they panic, and worry deeply about how they are to defend 
their cherished way of life against its large numbers of determined critics 
who now are their fellow critics…it is not the best, the most rational, or the 
only universally valid form of good society, and it need neither claim nor 
endeavour to show itself to be one in order to demand and deserve the 
allegiance of its members’ this calls for a dialogue, which is possible only 
if liberal society recognises itself as a distinct cultural community 
encountering other such communities represented by the immigrants’. 

 
The response must be one of dialogue and assurance and an appeal to mutual cultural 
respect.  In our report last year we had welcomed Chancellor Gordon Brown¹s focus on 
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the importance of shared values as a basis for a cohesive society. This year we valued 
his commitment to celebrating the diversity of Britishness. Here are three examples of 
basic Islamic values that contribute to such dialogue and cohesion: 
 
- hospitality and good neighbourliness. This is a cultural and moral value. 
We should not eat if our neighbour is going hungry.  We thus respond immediately to the 
teaching in the New Testament, ‘whoever does not love the brother that can be seen, 
does not love God who cannot be seen’. In fact our traditional definition of neighbour 
extends to seven houses in all directions! 
 
- respect for the privacy of the individual.  We are familiar with the incident when the 
Caliph Umar stood corrected after he had entered a person’s home without permission 
to accost him for consuming alcohol. What people do in the privacy of their own homes 
is their business.   
 
-  family life and marriage.  The marriage contract between a man and a woman is the 
central pillar supporting the Islamic vision of family life and is the only proper context for 
sexual relations.  This is a view shared by a large number of people in Britain, and we 
were heartened by the messages of support on the stand we have taken on 
homosexuality, which was simply reiterating the Islamic position;  that it is not acceptable 
and that it is a sin. It was ridiculous to have construed these remarks as homophobic 
and I am glad that good sense prevailed.  
 
As the MCB has of its own merit emerged as the most forceful, most reasonable and 
most representative spokesperson for the British Muslim community, there have been 
powerful attempts to de-legitimise MCB and to bring about a ‘regime change’ in the 
Muslim community leadership as well. 
 
The onslaught was opened by Martin Bright in the Sunday weekly Observer (August 14, 
2005) which tried to unveil ‘Radical links of UK's 'moderate’ Muslim group’, i.e. MCB. 
 
Bright had declared his interest in Islam as early as 10 December 2001 when he did a 
cover story, ‘The great Koran con trick’ for The News Statesman weekly. He was joined 
a week later by John Ware who came with up an hour-long ‘investigative’ documentary, 
‘A Question Of Leadership’, for the BBC flagship programme, Panorama. 
 
The combined charge sheet was long and laboured. In sum, the MCB was supposed to 
be a problem organisation not prepared to confront 'extremism' in the Muslim 
community, but much was made about my attending a Qur’an-reading fateha meeting for 
a Hamas leader who had been assassinated by Israel and declining to attend the annual 
Holocaust Memorial Day ceremony. 
 
Praying for the dead, irrespective of their ideas or politics, is a noble thing in all religious 
traditions. As for the Holocaust Memorial Day, we have never shied away from 
expressing our total moral abhorrence of the atrocity inflicted upon the Jewish people in 
Europe. What we have clearly stated all along is that all atrocities of this nature, 
irrespective of the genus, race or faith of the victims, deserve our remembrance. 
 
What seemed to so offend the pro-Zionist opinion was our clear stand about the 
restoration of the rights of the Palestinian people as demanded by UN resolutions and 



 9

international law. As we did not pass their ‘Israel test’ both Martin Bright and John Ware 
were unanimous in underscoring the ‘question of [MCB’s] leadership’.  
 
The Observer put it very frankly in its editorial of the same date. ‘It is not right that the 
Muslim Council of Britain, a group that boycotts a ceremony to honour the multi-faith 
victims of the Holocaust and often supports hardline views that are far from universally 
accepted by all Muslims, should monopolise that function [of Muslim leadership].’ It, 
therefore, concluded: ‘The government needs to launch a wide-ranging consultation and 
ask Britain's Muslim community who, if not their MPs, might represent their views fairly. It 
must also listen to the answer.’ 
 
Madeleine Bunting, however, saw through it all. It was, ‘Throwing mud at Muslims’. She 
wrote the following day in The Guardian, of August 22, 2005: 

 
‘A campaign is being orchestrated through the media to destroy the 
credibility of many of the most important Muslim institutions in Britain, 
including the Muslim Council of Britain (MCB). The impact of this 
campaign - in the Observer and particularly in John Ware's Panorama 
documentary last night - will be a powerful boost for the increasingly 
widespread view that there is no such thing as a moderate Muslim: 
underneath, "they" are all extremists who are racist, contemptuous of the 
west, and intent on a political agenda’. 

 
Following the advice from two influential media persons, there has since been attempts 
to divide Muslims as well as float alternative and ‘progressive’ Muslim forums. While we 
do strongly object to any attempt to sow divisions within the community, we do not mind 
people of any other persuasion, but within the broad discipline of Islam, to try to promote 
and serve the interest of the community in accordance with the genius and wishes of 
that same community. The more is better, if the intention is to serve the community 
honestly and sincerely and not to act as an Uncle Tom. 
 
Before I move on to the Draconian security regime which has since come to constrain 
our rights and liberties, I will say a few words about Islamophobia and the call for the 
‘reformation’ of Islam. Both seem to be complementary tools aimed at dealing with the 
so-called ‘Islamic threat’. 
 
Unlike in the beginning when Islamophobic writings were simply ‘bad manners’, the past 
year saw Islamophobia stooping to a new low. 
 
I refer to the deliberate defiling and desecration of the Qur’an by US soldiers in 
Afghanistan last year. More recently, in September 2005, a Danish rightwing newspaper 
Jyllands-Posten published a number of scurrilous cartoons of the Holy Prophet, peace 
be upon him, first by them and then by a few others in Europe. The good thing is that the 
British press observed exemplary good sense in not following in the footsteps of 
Denmark, France or Germany. This was no ordinary case of self-restraint and it spoke of 
the latent virtue of culture and civility in public discourse in mainstream Britain. 
 
However, the pre-meditated desecration of The Qur'an and publication of those nasty 
cartoons were, it seems, meant to announce the total disempowerment of Muslims, not 
just political, but also civilisational, and Muslims were expected to submit, if not exactly 
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to give up Islam. At another level there have been continuing calls for an Islamic 
'reformation' or reform' Islam. 
 
It is amazing how our political leaders feel themselves qualified to comment on matters 
of our theology and offer us advice. Mr Blair, for example, knows that the ‘extremist view 
of Islam is not just theologically backward but contrary to the spirit and teaching of the 
Qur'an' (his speech at the Foreign Policy Centre, 21 March 2006). He calls on Muslims 
to tell these extremists that 'their attitude to America is absurd; their concept of 
governance pre-feudal; their positions on women and other faiths, reactionary and 
regressive.' Only last month, the higher education minister Bill Rammell called for a 
review because 'there is evidence that unhelpful narrow interpretations of Islam are 
available to young people'. We wonder, who are these experts whose advice has been 
sought? 
 
But whether it is sheer ethnocentricism, or pure bigotry and crass Islamophobia, some 
people can be as dim and ignorant as they wish to be. Little do they realise that unlike 
other religious constructs, Islam is a revealed and not priest-made religion. It is sourced 
in the eternal and the immutable, The Qur'an and the Sunnah, or the example and 
teachings of the Prophet, peace be upon him. It is both Text and a historical continuity 
preserved in the life of the Islamic Ummah from day one to the present day. The role of 
the ulama is only to teach and to explain the meaning of the Text and not to change the 
very meaning by interpreting and re-interpreting over and over again. Therefore, even if 
some were to do so, few would be willing to accept it. And yet there is no way to stop 
some people from being wishful. Thus while they preach dialogue to Muslims, they want 
to impose their views and their values in the name of 'reformation' in Islam. 
 
In my report to you last year I made a reference to the voices that were emerging for a 
so-called 'reformation of Islam'. I noted the role of some US think tanks. I return to this 
issue this year because the mantra is being taken up more stridently within the UK as 
well. Of course all and sundry and bit-part apologists are free to contribute to the 
discussion - and they are - but it is our responsibility to ensure there is a measured and 
authentic response as well. 
 
Laws and Security  
 
But while the call for 'reformation' was only a insult to intelligence, the security regime 
established post-haste after the July bombings ostensibly in order to fight terrorism has 
itself become a source of fear and terrorism for the ordinary and law-abiding citizen; 
Muslims particularly. A person suspected of not just plotting to commit an act of terror 
but even assumed to be involved in any act preparatory to terror can be held without 
charge for up to 28 days. Acts preparatory to terror are so widely defined as to include 
being in possession of an internet download of any public building in London or New 
York or an otherwise innocuous piece of paper, a tourist map or map of a transport 
system, can be so construed. Perhaps the most absurd if also sinister provision is the 
one about 'glorification' of terrorism which criminalises even an expression of support or 
sympathy for any liberation movement, past or present, resisting aggression or 
occupation of its homeland. It is not only a bad law, but it can also be counterproductive 
by pushing underground all lawful and legitimate public discourse about any freedom 
movement. It is those people who are denied a lawful and public platform for their cause 
that are likely to resort to secret and possibly violent methods. The anti-terror legislation 
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also envisaged giving police powers to temporarily close down places of worship 'being 
used by extremists'. 
 
It was clear to the MCB that though the Home Secretary was using the term 'places of 
worship', the focus was invariably on mosques in the UK. This was in our mind 
unwarranted and discriminatory. It is unthinkable for a synagogue not to host 
discussions on politics, history and culture. Restrictions were never imposed on Catholic 
churches during the Northern Ireland troubles, on Sikh gurdwaras sympathetic to the 
Khalistan movement, Croatian or Serbian churches during the Balkan crisis, or temples 
run by the supremacist Hindutva group. Why mosques? 
 
Fortunately, however, the Home Office relented, taking heed of our strong 
representation, supported by other faith communities, especially the Rt Revd Tom 
Butler, Bishop of Southwark and the British Sikh Consultative Forum. 
 
Yet we should be under no illusions that there is now a forbidding security regime in 
place and the authorities have sweeping powers for stop and search and detention 
under the Terrorism legislation. Young Muslims are bearing the brunt of this. In the two 
years to 2004, there were over 50,000 stops and searches under Section 44 of the 
Terrorism Act 2000. It is likely that post 7/7, the cumulative total might well be over 
100,000. 
 
A feature of Section 44 stops and searches is that the police do not need any evidence 
of wrong doing, so long as an authorization has been obtained for a geographical area. 
Of the 22,000 stops and searches in 2002/3 there were only 18 terrorism related arrests. 
In October 2005, the Home Secretary released statistics on the impact of the Terrorism 
Act 2000: between 9/11 and 30 September 2005 a total of 895 people had been 
arrested; of these, 138 were charged under the legislation, 156 charged with other 
offences, 106 were 'dealt with in other ways', including handing over to immigration 
authorities, leaving 496 who were released without charge. Twenty three convictions 
were obtained in the courts - these include seven Irish, and also Kurdish and other 
groups. The number of Muslims convicted is believed to be three of whom two are 
appealing against their convictions. These figures must have since increased further. 
 
Tens of thousands of Muslims have therefore been picked on by the Police of whom only 
a handful have been shown to be dangerous to society. There is an undisputable 
disproportionality. The detentions and arrests have frequently made for sensationalist 
headlines, but when charges are dropped or people acquitted in the courts, these 
outcomes barely receive any attention. The public at large is left with an image of a 
problematic, fifth-column community in their midst, while leaving Muslims themselves 
feeling misrepresented, stigmatised and victimised. 
 
Lord Carlslile QC has observed that stop and search powers were being used too 
widely. In his last annual review of the Terrorism Act, he said that use of Section 44 of 
the Terrorism Act 2000 'could be cut by at least 50% without significant risk to the public 
or detriment to policing'. 
 
 
The Home Office Working Groups 
 
On 19 July 2005 I and my deputy, Dr Abdul Bari, along with senior members of the 
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Muslim community, attended a round table meeting chaired by the Prime Minister. 
Following this meeting, the Government announced the formation of the 'Preventing 
Extremism Together' Working Groups which convened between August and October 
2005. A number of task/working groups were set up, chaired either by civil servants or 
Muslim participants - these groups were on topics such as Education, Engaging with 
Women, Imams and the role of mosques, Security and policing, and Tackling Extremism 
and Radicalisation. The invitees were drawn from a broad cross-section including 
academics, community activists and community organisation representatives, and 
members of Parliament (both MPs and peers). The MCB was invited to participate and it 
nominated several individuals from its specialist committees, for example Inayat 
Bunglawala and Shaikh Ibrahim Mogra from our Media and Masjid & Community Affairs 
committees respectively. 
 
Each task group submitted its findings and recommendations. Our representatives 
ensured these included a call for a judicial inquiry on the events of 7 July. In November, 
2005 the Home Office published the Working Groups report. From the MCB's point of 
view it contained many excellent proposals which had been under consideration for 
years but could not be pursued because of lack of resources. But there was 
disappointment that the recommendation for a judicial inquiry had been sidelined. But of 
the 50 or so proposals, only a few have so far matured. 
 
I do not propose to dwell on the roadshows - which can serve a useful purpose in 
bringing about a better understanding of Islam. These are proceeding, though there is an 
air of the colonial era about them. A number of foreign scholars have been brought in as 
if the natives cannot be trusted. There is an ' extremist virus' that requires the expertise 
of overseas doctors!  It is on occasions such as these that we need to utilise the talented 
expertise of home grown scholars which can be far more effective in delivering these 
important messages.  
 
The MINAB issue, however, is far more important with significant reverberations for the 
future. The task group on 'Imam Accreditation and the role of mosques as community 
resource centres', of which Labour peer Lord Ahmed was the convenor and Shaykh 
Ibrahim Mogra the deputy convenor, proposed a national body for Imams - the 
recommendation stated, 'this body would be inclusive and representative of the many 
traditions practiced in the UK, independent and led by the institutions it serves'. 
 
Organisations such as the Muslim Council of Britain supported the idea because of this 
wording - an independent, community-driven association to promote good practice. 
However the initiative soon became mired in controversy because of excessive Home 
Office involvement, insufficient consultation and the perception that there was an attempt 
to marginalize the MCB. The MCB, of course, does not claim any sort of monopoly, but it 
wants to ensure that the voice of the community is fully represented and that it is they 
who should finally decide the necessary measures to be put in place.  
 
On 13 May 2006 the Muslim Council of Britain convened a consultation meeting that was 
attended by an unprecedented diversity of ulama and mosque representatives. For 
several hours at Didsbury Mosque in Manchester, around 250 imams and ulama 
debated the way forward. I felt it important to alert the scholars and imams present of 
attempts to divide the community and sideline its main representative body. 
 
Looking to the future, the MCB, for its part, will continue to engage with all other Muslim 
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organisations to preserve the total independence of Islamic institutions. While there is 
much scope for improvement and development in our mosques, there are excellent local 
examples of good practice that can be emulated more widely. This will lead to an 
improvement of standards and also increase awareness of the positive role of mosques 
in society. The consensus that emerged from the meeting was that a steering group led 
by community organizations, which would include the MCB, as well as others, must work 
together to establish an independent and inclusive advisory board to deal with specific 
issues related to mosques and imams in the UK. 
 
The MCB studies 
 
In a separate and independent initiative of its own, the MCB also started a consultation 
process with Muslim youth, resulting in a youth groups convention at the Manchester 
City Hall in September 2005. A process of surveys and interviews has also started, and 
some of the audio recordings have been played back at the Central Working Committee 
meetings. These offer an important insight into what young people expect from their 
mosques and community organizations like the MCB, their life experiences and hopes 
for the future. The data from such field studies reveal the serious social realities within 
our community - of gang warfare and petty crime, drop out from education and other 
such problems. 
 
The MCB's Masajid & Community Affairs committee also commissioned a mosque 
survey, whose findings have been published in the report 'Voices from the Minarets'. The 
report was launched at the ulama meeting I mentioned earlier held on 13 May in 
Manchester. This is the first survey conducted by the community, for the community - 
about our imams and the management of mosques. The report found that Britain's over 
1000 mosques were providing a remarkable range of social welfare and educational 
services and often served as an essential focal point through which many disadvantaged 
people accessed services. While a number of mosques do make provision for women 
and youth, more could be done in extending the range of activities and providing 
opportunities for participation in decision-making in an appropriate way. 
 
The MCB Social and Family affairs committee also carried out an independent 
consultation within women’s groups in different parts of the country. The final report is 
now being compiled which highlights important measures that need to be taken that will 
enable women in greater numbers to be more effectively involved in the affairs of the 
community. 
 
All three of these studies should really be on-going work within the community. We need 
well-wishers who can come forward and recognize the importance of research work 
undertaken by the community, for the community. Insha Allah the time will come when 
we can start shaping the research agenda and not simply responding to it. 
 
Equality Legislation 
 
It is worthy of note and recognition that the single most important issue in the area of 
equality legislation ie, prohibition of discrimination on the grounds of religion, was 
initiated way back in 1988 by our respected and eminent then lawyer, now Judge, 
Khurshid Drabu whilst he was a Director of the Commission for Racial Equality. He has 
since continued to pursue to remedy this great injustice relentlessly over the last 15 
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years. It was only in January 2005 that, finally, the legal remedy against religious 
discrimination in employment was granted. 
 
In June last year, a bill was placed before Parliament to criminalize incitement to hatred 
on religious grounds.  The aim was to provide a level playing field so that the protections 
that applied to race would be extended to religion, for example criminalising reckless, 
abusive and insulting behaviour directed at an individual because of their faith. It would 
have given Muslims the same protection afforded to Jews and Sikhs in the UK. 
 
Representative bodies of the community have been lobbying for such protection for over 
a decade. The campaign in fact was initiated by the UK Action Committee for Islamic 
Affairs in the early nineties.  The MCB’s Public Affairs and Media committees were in the 
forefront in seeking support within civil society and amongst parliamentarians for this bill.  
 
We were acutely aware that this lacuna in the law was being exploited by the BNP, who 
are increasingly resorting to using ‘Muslim’ as a code word for ‘non-White’ because then 
they cannot be prosecuted for racial hatred. It is on this very basis that BNP leader Nick 
Griffin and a sidekick were acquitted in February this year.  This is after they made this 
utterly hateful statement, and I quote: 
 

’...you will find verse after verse [in the Qur'an] saying you can take any 
woman you want as long as they're not Muslim. These 18, 19 and 25 
year-old Asian Muslims are seducing and raping white girls in this town 
right now’.  

 
Griffin told the Court that he was attacking a religion and not a race. 
 
However, our campaign for protection from racial and religious discrimination suffered a 
setback as the proposed legislation did not succeed in Parliament. Using parliamentary 
procedure and a well-managed lobby of odd bedfellows – including the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Carey, the National Secular Society and unfortunately, a 
few Muslims too – the bill's opponents frustrated the passing of the bill in it original form.  
 
A watered down version of the bill was passed but it will not extend the same protection 
to Muslims as it did to the Sikh and Jewish communities. The situation was now not only 
unjust but made the work of all those engaged in promoting a cohesive and harmonious 
society in Britain all the more difficult Nevertheless, the MCB continues to strive for 
justice and to work for the common good of all sections of society. For now the bill had 
fallen victim to the climate of fear and phobia heightened by the blanket war on terror 
being blindly waged after the July bombings.  
 
While the MCB believed in zero tolerance as regards terrorism, it found the whole 
strategy of fighting terror to be seriously flawed. It was vitally important to establish the 
facts first and then work out specific measures to deal with the problem. Therefore, from 
almost immediately after the attacks, the MCB has been demanding a comprehensive 
public inquiry into the events of July 2005. The questions which required an answer 
should go beyond such questions as who did it, how it happened and why? They should 
also deal with the whole lot of acts of commission as well as omission. No scheme of 
fighting terror can expect to be successful without being in possession of full and 
objective facts. One small example will make the point more clear.  Based on guess and 
speculation, you may build a prison for 50 inmates and it might prove to be too big. Or 
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you may build a jail for 500 prisoners and it might turn out to be too small. Precisely in 
this matter, as much as the narratives provided by the government contained some 
useful information there remain many questions left unanswered it seems. The whole 
prosecution case appears to be based on assumption and speculation.   
  
The most absurd and yet frightful presumption seemed to be that almost each and every 
Muslim, all the 1.6 million of them, was a potential terrorist. That being so it meant a war 
without end or victory and with little joy and plenty of misery for everyone. Yet despite 
persistent public demand supported by different quarters, the Government has chosen 
not to allow an open inquiry. Perhaps it wished to appear blameless, which in turn 
singles out the Muslim community, who would continuously suffer from the blame that 
they were responsible. 
 
I am sorry to have to dwell at such great length on the long shadow of the July bombings 
but its impact on the rights, dignity and the very existence of the Muslim community is 
not only huge and profound, it also promises to be long-term. 
  
The institutional challenge 
 
My own experience in community work started at the Balham Mosque, thanks to my 
father’s encouragement.  After that I had the opportunity to work with a wonderful group 
of colleagues during the years of the Satanic Verses affair. During the early 1990s I 
served as joint-convenor of one of the national bodies, the UK Action Committee for 
Islamic Affairs.  It was only later that my colleagues imposed this responsibility upon me 
and I became the first Secretary General of the Muslim Council of Britain in 1998.  I 
mention all this because I am a strong believer in the gradual and systematic preparation 
of our community leadership.  
 
We must face the challenge of nurturing and developing the men and women who are to 
take leadership roles in our umbrella bodies.  If the MCB is to institutionalize then our 
affiliates should be prepared to release their most capable workers for service at the 
community-wide MCB level.   
 
I believe there is a logical progression. Individuals should work up from the grass roots 
and gain essential skills and experience at the regional or other appropriate levels.  We 
have over twenty five affiliates that are national and regional bodies and these create 
their own leadership. I am calling for competent individuals to be released from their 
undoubtedly crucial roles at this level, so that they can make a contribution at the 
community-wide level.  In the first instance they can participate in the work of the MCB 
specialist committees or form part of the Central Working Committee.  
 
You might think this is a loss to your organization but I urge you not to be parochial.  You 
will find the transition may become a tremendous opportunity for self development and 
the full realization of one’s potential. 
 
The MCB has continued with its leadership development programme headed by Dr 
Akber Mohamedali, to contribute in this process. But at the end of the day, I feel that it is 
up to our national and regional bodies to clear a path for their best people. 
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My vision for the MCB is that it should be the vehicle through which we can develop wise 
community leadership – men and women who are able to rise up above their parochial 
allegiances and think strategically for the benefit of the community a whole. 
 
Supporting Events 
 
The MCB supported the Global Peace and Unity event, organised by Islam Channel in 
December 2005. It was a unique gathering of diverse scholars, politicians, artists and 
community personalities, to deliver a message on the importance of working together for 
the benefit of the community. 
 
I also had the pleasure of attending the Muslim News’ Awards of Excellence ceremony, 
in March this year. The awards ceremony has become a highlight of the British Muslim 
calendar celebrating and recognising as it does the major achievements of Muslim 
personalities in Britain.  
 
We supported an event earlier this year organised by our national affiliate the Islamic 
Forum Europe, entitled, ‘A Day with Muhammad, pbuh’, which was a timely initiative and 
an attempt to address the controversy that arose from the publication of the horrendous 
caricatures of the Prophet in a Danish daily. 
 
I also attended and spoke at a wonderful family event, ‘Summer Camp 2005’, organised 
by another of our national affiliates, the Islamic Society of Britain, which attracted young 
and old from across the country. 
 
The MCB will continue to support events and functions organised by the Muslim 
community which will help to promote engagement with our community, particularly, with 
our youth and women. 
 
Future Scenarios 
 
I conclude my report with some blue sky thinking. When I look back at my 35 years as a 
Muslim activist in Britain, it seems that our institutional life has passed through various 
stages.  
 
Stage 1 was the period of the 1970s and 80s, during which we built our mosques and 
institutions. These were mainly ethnically or linguistically self-contained. They were like 
the silos you see in an industrial complex – separate store-houses with little interchange.   
 
Stage 2 was the late 80s and 90s, the time of the Satanic Verses Affair and the Balkan 
crisis.  At this point, a form of ad-hoc coordination emerged between the communities 
and organizations.   
 
Stage 3 was the creation of the first truly inclusive and broad-based body, the MCB, in 
which communities and organizations formed a coalition to achieve what was a 
commonly shared agenda.   
 
In parallel with these stages there were three other trends. First is the gradual evolution 
of our mosques from places of worship, to sophisticated multi-purpose hubs of 
community life; offering not just facilities for worship, but also legal advice, IT training, 
health advice and a range of other services. Interestingly, it is not just the content of 
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what mosques offered that has changed, but also their outward architectural form. The 
traditional South Asian styles have given way to functional designs in accordance with 
local planning rule.  Second, is the gradual mental transition where we stopped looking 
at ourselves as temporary residents; the ‘myth of return’ has gone and we do not 
consider ourselves anymore as immigrants, but as British citizens. Third, is the 
emergence of identity politics – in which Muslims were able to challenge the 
categorizations based on ethnicity and seek recognition as a faith community. This 
culminated in the inclusion of the religion question in the 2001 Census and was a 
watershed moment. However, while identity politics has been psychologically satisfying, 
and allowed socio-economic inequalities to be addressed, it also nurtures community 
self-interest. 
 
The question now is what is Stage 4?  It seems that one strategic choice is for Muslims 
to be doing much more for the moral and social upliftment of society as a whole, rather 
than just for their own communities.  It will mean replacing an inward-looking approach 
with greater engagement as individuals in the civil society around us. It will mean the 
age of identity politics is over. However, the change also needs a greater level of self-
confidence. We should overcome the fear of disappearance and cultural dilution and be 
more willing to mix and befriend. How should our community institutions prepare for this 
scenario?   
 
We are so taken up in responding to crises that we rarely have the time to think about 
future scenarios or to undertake longer-term planning.  This is a challenge which the 
new office bearers will need to address and improve on our record as far as this is 
concerned.  My thoughts and experiences of the past four years can be put in this pot as 
well. 
 
At the last AGM it was agreed that a special committee of experts and scholars should 
be set up to study various formulae which are applied in the community  to establish the 
commencing dates for Ramadan and the two Eids. I am pleased to inform you that 
considerable progress has been made by the Islamic Calendar committee headed by Mr 
Zafer Iqbal and the committee proposals will now be considered by the new CWC and 
insha Allah, I am confident that next year we will have some concrete policies for 
implementation. 
 
Thanks and Appreciation 
 
All the work I’ve spoken of here would not have been possible without the unstinting 
devotion, support and hard work of all my colleagues. In particular, I wish to record my 
thanks to my fellow office bearers, advisors, committee chairs, office staff and the 
numerous individuals who have provided intermittent voluntary services and advice of 
crucial importance throughout the year.  
 
I also wish to thank all those individuals and organisations that have provided financial 
contributions and support for specific projects and those who make regular contributions 
through bankers standing orders. 
 
As you will hear from the Treasurer’s report, there is a great need to increase both the 
number and sum of donations which would enable the MCB to be placed on a firmer 
financial footing in the future. 
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I would also like to place on record our thanks to the Justice Foundation, the Islamic 
Cultural Centre, Muslim World League, the London Muslim Centre, Muslim Cultural 
Heritage Centre, Islamic Centre, Maida Vale and the Islamic Foundation, for hosting us 
and allowing us to use their facilities without charge on several occasions.  
 
I am particularly appreciative of the ulama and imams as well as mosque committees 
throughout the country for their positive response and the critical role they have played, 
and continue to play, in mutual consultation and in safeguarding the interests of the 
community in these most difficult times.  
 
I pay special tribute to our Media department and in particular the secretary of the Media 
committee and one of our most competent spokespersons, Inayat Bunglawala, for their 
unprecedented voluntary commitment and unrelenting devotion in discharging their 
responsibilities which have rarely been less than onerous and demanding.  
 
I wish I could mention each and every person by name to whom I am indebted for their 
sharing in the carrying of my burden of responsibility as Secretary General of the MCB. 
But if I were to mention them all, I would fall into the trap of overlooking some. It has truly 
been an effort of teamwork that has produced the results you read of here today. 
 
I would also like to thank all those numerous persons in institutions, government 
departments and agencies, the media, academia, the business community and the 
interfaith organisations all of whom have listened to us, reached out to us, advised and 
supported us, and who have contributed to the sum total of what we have achieved for 
the benefit of our community and our society. 
 
Finally, this AGM, with all its preparatory work, would not have been carried out 
successfully without the sheer dedication and total commitment of the AGM project team 
led by Dr Jamil Sherif and our Election Commissioner, Judge Khurshid Drabu, who have 
spent an incredible amount of time and many late nights in the MCB office preparing for 
our meeting today. It is individuals such as these who serve as role models to Muslims 
and others, and who remind all of us of our obligations to our community and society. 
 
Conclusion 
 
My respected colleagues, it is imperative that the work of the MCB is not only known to 
the MCB affiliates but to the entire Muslim community and society at large. Whilst we are 
improving on the infrastructure and the administrative capacity of the MCB, it is your 
responsibility to assist in the dissemination of our invaluable work to the whole of the 
community. 
 
The MCB is only as strong as its affiliates and the Muslim community. There are still 
organisations, institutions and mosques out there in the community who are not fully 
aware of who we are and what we do. It is our collective duty to apprise them of our 
work and to invite them to join our umbrella body. Unity is strength and insha Allah, 
Allah’s baraka will always descend upon us. 
 
While our vision is ambitious and the demands of us are many, our resources financial 
and human, are limited. We will, alhamdulillah, be moving to our new premises shortly. I 
repeat, we need your practical help here. If you are involved in mosque affairs, please 
allocate at least one Jumu’ah for collecting donations for the MCB.  
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The MCB has grown in recent years in both size and stature. With it have come great 
expectations from all sections of society. Whilst accepting that there have been 
shortcomings and lapses, we have learnt valuable lessons and continue to do our 
utmost to exercise sound judgment and good practice in the execution of our duties in a 
fully transparent and consultative manner. 
 
We pray to Allah Subhaanahu wa Ta’ala to guide us and bless us with all that is good, 
that He makes this land safe and secure for all who live in it, and that He brings peace, 
justice and prosperity to all the oppressed people of the world. May Allah Subhaanahu 
wa Ta’ala forgive our shortcomings and accept all our efforts, Ameen. 
 
 
By (the Token of) Time (through the ages),  
Verily Man is in loss,  
Except such as have Faith, and do righteous deeds, and (join together) in the 
mutual teaching of Truth, and of Patience and Const ancy. 
 

(Qur’an, Surah Al-Asr) 
  
 
Wa-salaam 
 
Sir Iqbal AKM Sacranie OBE 
Sunday 4 June 2006 
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