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Assalaamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu
Dear respected Imam,
I am writing with regard to the disturbing debate on Islam and Muslims in Britain which culminated in the national controversy following the lecture by the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Rt. Rev. Dr. Rowan Williams on Thursday 7th February at the Royal Courts of Justice in London.
 

In his scholarly speech, the Archbishop referred to the need for "a just and constructive relationship between Islamic law and the statutory law of the United Kingdom" and he also acknowledged the importance of the shariah in the lives of Muslims.  His positive call for better understanding and dialogue unfortunately unleashed a harsh and abusive reaction.  The sad reality today is that there are also many in this country who are only happy if Islam is rubbished and Muslims regarded with suspicion. 
 

Understandably, many Muslim men and women, young boys and girls, will feel disheartened when reading media headlines in recent weeks – the bugging of a Muslim MP, the refusal of a visa to a famous Muslim scholar, and now opportunity which the Archbishop's speech has given those who want to make our noble Shari'ah a dirty word. We will not allow this to happen, insha Allah. 
 

Given the extent of confusion and mistrust that now common our society and the impact this has had on British Muslims we are requesting you to devote this week's khutbah to the issue of 'Social justice and the Shari'ah.' 
 

For the ten years since MCB has been in existence it has always taken a stand, under your guidance and leadership, to protect the integrity and honour of what we hold sacred and dear.  So we objected when the police or politicians used the term 'Islamic terrorism' and in many cases have succeeded in changing their terminology.  We also successfully campaigned with you to preserve the sanctity and independence of mosques that was threatened under the Home Office's proposals in November 2005. Now we have another important challenge. Muslims today, and the adults of tomorrow, will insha Allah not fall prey to agendas that seek to impose an 'Islamic reformation' on us. 
 

We urge you to remain steadfast in your faith and ever committed to an authentic and enlightened representation of Islam.
 

'The word of thy Lord doth find its fulfilment in truth and in justice: None can change His words: for He is the one who heareth and knoweth all. [006.115]
Wasalaams
Your brother,
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Muhammad Abdul Bari

Secretary General
‘The word of thy Lord doth find its fulfilment in truth and in justice: None can change His words: for He is the one who heareth and knoweth all. [006.115] 

P O Box  57330      (  London   (    E1  2WJ 

Tel  0845 26 26 786  (  Fax 020 7247 7079

Email admin@mcb.org.uk  (  Website http://www.mcb.org.uk

